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This Unit’s Essential Questions:

1) What were the political, economic and 

social causes of WWI?

2) What were the physical and 

psychological effects of trench warfare 

on the soldiers?

3) What events broke the stalemate and 

allowed the Allies to prove victorious? 

Why did the U.S. enter the war?

4) What were the political and economic 

effects of the War and the Treaty of 

Versailles?

http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/NewingtonForestES/Gradepages/World War I/images/WWIflames.jpg
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The Main Idea

Rivalries among European nations led to the 
outbreak of war in 1914.

This Section’s Focus Questions:

• What were the causes of World War I?

• How did the war break out?

• Why did the war quickly reach a stalemate?

Directions:
The metaphor of the ―powder 

keg‖ refers to the causes of WWI . 

Read the worksheet ―Causes of 

World War One.‖ For each box, 

list a cause of  WWI. For the 

match, list the one event that 

―sparked‖ the outbreak of the 

war!

Student’s Name: __________________

Period #:
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•1) Militarism

• 2) Unification of Germany

•3) Alliances

•4) Imperialism

•5) New Technologies

•6) Nationalism
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Causes of World War I: Unification 

of Germany
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BRITAIN FRANCE GERMANY ITALY BELGIUM

•Before 1914 
European nations 
were engaged in a 
struggle to obtain 
overseas colonies.
•Many nations took  
part in what became 
known as the 
“Scramble for Africa”.

•Such imperial 
contests for power 
increased tensions 
between European 
nations

Colonial Disputes

•Kaiser William II —
leader of Germany--was 
jealous of the colonial 
empires of France and 
Britain.

•In 1905 and 1911, 
German claims over 
Morocco raised 
international tension.  

•The inability to resolve 
these claims made the 
possibility of war more 
likely. Kaiser William II 
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Nationalism

• Extreme pride people 
feel for their country

• Struggle for power 
was visible in the 
Balkans, a European 
region with many 
ethnic groups.

• The Ottoman Empire 
that ruled the Balkans 
was falling apart.

• Austria-Hungary saw 
this and began to 
annex provinces.

• The Slavs wanted to 
revolt, and Russia 

promised protection.

Imperialism

• Other nations were 

also trying to 

expand, and this 

quest for colonial 

empires is known as 

imperialism.

• Late 1800s: Britain 

and France already 

had large empires.

• German emperor, 

Kaiser Wilhelm II, 

wanted colonies for 

Germany.

• He created a 

stronger military to 

start colonizing.

Causes of WWI: Nationalism Vs. 

Imperialism Vs. Militarism
Militarism

• The policy of 
military 
preparedness

• Germany built a 
strong navy to rival 
Britain’s

• Germany enlarged, 
bought latest 
weapons.

• German army 
officials drew up 
war plans like the 
Schlieffen Plan, 
which called for 
attacks on several 
countries.

• Britain, France, and 
Russia began to 
prepare, too.

Causes of World War I: Militarism 

• Germany was 

competing with 

the UK to build 

battleships.

• The British feared 

an attack on their 

Empire
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Militarism

• Germany was 

competing with 

Russia and France to 

expand their armies
1880 1914

• Germany 1.3m 5.0m

• France 0.73m 4.0m

• Russia 0.40m 1.2m

Causes of World War I: Nationalism

• Nations wanted to assert 

their power and 

independence.

• In Europe Slavs, aided by 

Serbia and Russia, 

wanted to be free of 

Austrian rule. Serbia’s 

national 

flag
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Causes of WWI: Alliances

Alliances
• Nations formed alliances--or 

partnerships--for protection.

• Alliances were formed to maintain 
peace but would lead directly to war.

• Triple Alliance—Germany’s military 
alliance with Austria-Hungary and 
Italy.

• Triple Entente--Great Britain’s 
alliance with France and Russia.

• Some European leaders believed that 
these alliances created a balance of 
power--each nation had equal strength, 
therefore decreasing the chance of war.
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Other Causes: Alliances

• By 1914 all the major powers were linked by a system of alliances.

• The alliances made it more likely that a war would start.

• Once started, the alliances made it more likely to spread.
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Helpful Memory Aide for 

some of the Causes of WWI

Archduke 

Francis 

Ferdinand

Emperor Franz 

Joseph

King George V

Czar Nicholas II

Kaiser Wilhelm II President 

Woodrow Wilson

WORLD LEADERS OF WWI

Austria-Hungary

(assassinated)

Austria-

Hungary

Germany

Great Britain

Russia

United States
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Franz-Josef                       Kaiser Wilhelm II                  Czar Nicholas II 

Leader of Austria-Hungary   Leader of Germany            Leader of Russia

Kaiser Wilhelm II

• Built up German army and 

navy

• Aggressive foreign policy

• Determined to make 

Germany a top nation.

• Distrusted by other powers ―Germany must have 

its place in the sun‖

―The world belongs to 

the strong.‖
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The Crisis in Bosnia

• On 28 June 1914, Heir 
to Austrian throne 
Franz Ferdinand visits 
Sarajevo, capital of 
Bosnia, which was 
recently grabbed by 
Austria.

• Hotbed of Slav 
nationalism

Seal of the 

Black Hand 

group

Inevitability of war?
• June 28, 1914 Archduke Francis 

Ferdinand of Austria  and his wife 
Sophia are assassinated by terrorist  
Gavrilo Princip of the Black Hand

• July 5, 1914 Germany issues A-H 
“blank check” 

• pledging military assistance if A-
H goes to war against Russia

• July 23, 1914 Austria issues Serbia an 
ultimatum

Ferdinand             Princip       Funeral for Ferdinand & Sofia



7/10/2009

13



7/10/2009

14

ASSIGNMENT IN 

PREPARATION OF OUR 

UPCOMING CONFERNCE:

• COMPLETE: ―Long 

Term Causes of the First 

World War.‖ 

• Note: Don’t complete 

page 6.
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Good place for research: www.firstworldwar.com

The “July Crisis” Spirals 

Out of Control
• Austro-Hungarian officials learned 

that the Serbian government had 
supplied the assassins with 
bombs and weapons.

• Because Russia had vowed to 
protect Serbia, Russia’s army 
began to mobilize.

• Germany, allied with Austria-
Hungary, declared war on Russia 
and France, Russia’s ally.

• Germany followed the Schlieffen

Plan --Germany’s military plan to 

defeat France and Russia by 

crossing into neutral Belgium

• This brought Belgium and its ally, 
Great Britain, into the conflict.

―Demands must be 

put to Serbia that 

would be wholly 

impossible for them 

to accept …‖

Count Berchtold

Austrian Prime Minister.
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The Schlieffen Plan’s Destructive 

Nature

• “Knock out blow” 
aimed at France 
first.

• Avoid French 
defences by invasion 
of Belgium.

• Germans thought 
Britain would not 
intervene.

Why did Britain get involved?

• Britain had Ententes

with France and Russia.

• Only “friendly 

agreements” but French 

and Russians were given 

impression Britain would 

fight.

• The Schlieffen Plan Sir Edward Grey

British Foreign Secretary  

… ―There’s some devilry 

going on in Berlin‖
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Britain’s Entry—More Reasons

• 1838- UK had signed a 
Treaty to protect 
Belgium.

• Britain also scared of 
Germany controlling 

Channel ports.

• Did not want Germany to 
defeat France and 
dominate Europe.  
Britain next?

• UK issued ultimatum to 
Germany to withdraw 
troops from Belgium.  

The inevitability of war? The 
Alliance System at work.  

• July 28, 1914 A-H 
declares war on Serbia

• July 29, 1914 Serbia’s ally 
Russia orders full 
mobilization of its troops

• August 1,1914 Germany, 
Austria’s ally, declares 
war on Russia

• August 2, 1914 Germany 
demands Belgium declare 
access to German troops 
as part of the Schlieffen 
Plan to invade France
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“Belgium is a country, not a road”

• King Albert I of Belgium denied 
permission to the Germans

• August 2, 1914 Germany declared 
war on France.

• August 4, 1914 Germans invade 

Belgium and march on Paris. Great 

Britain declares war on Germany to 

protect Belgian neutrality. 8 nations 

with 17 million soldiers are at war.

Color photo of Belgian troops carrying 

their FN Mauser Model 1889 rifles. (Color 

photography was invented around 1900, 

so WWI color photos are rare but exist!)
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Today’s Plans!

Today’s instructions:

Part I: We will read 

through several 

documents about 

each of your assigned 

countries.  This will 

help your prepare 

your assigned 

country’s position in 

relation to who 

caused WWI.

• Part II: Then, I will give 

you some time to 

research and work on 

your 5-8 slide 

PowerPoint 

presentations.

• An excellent research 

site:

http://www.firstworld

war.com/
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Focus:

• 1) Important battles, like 

Somme and the Battles of 

the Marne

• 2) Naval Battles

• 3) Air Battles

• 4) New technologies & 

Weapons

TWO SIDES OF WWI

• Great Britain

• France

• Russia

• Serbia

• Belgium

• U.S. (later)

• Germany

• Austria-Hungary

• Bulgaria

• Turkey

ALLIES CENTRAL POWERS
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Allies

Central Powers
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1914 – 1915 Illusions about War

• “Fatal attraction of war”

• Exhilarating release from 

every day life

• A glorious adventure

• War would rid the nations of 

selfishness

• Spark a national re-birth based 

on heroism

• Many Europeans were excited about 
war

• “Defend yourself against the 
aggressors”

• Domestic differences were put 
aside

1914 – 1915 Illusions about War

• Many believed War would 

last a few weeks

• Ignored the length and 

brutality of the American 

Civil War (prototype to 

World War I)

Belief that Modern 

industrial war could 

not be conducted for 

more than a few 

months

“Home by Christmas”
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Think! Why did soldiers join the 

War?

Poisonous Gas

• German military 
scientists 
experimented with 
gas as a weapon.

• Gas in battle was 
risky: Soldiers didn’t 
know how much to 
use, and wind 
changes could 
backfire the gas.

• Then Germans threw 
canisters of gas into 
the Allies’ trenches.

• Many regretted using 
gas, but British and 
French forces began 
using it too, to keep 
things even.

Tanks

• When soldiers 
began to carry gas 
masks, they still 
faced a stalemate.

• British forces soon 
developed armored 
tanks to move into 
no-man’s-land.

• These tanks had 
limited success 
because many got 
stuck in the mud.

• Germans soon 
found ways to 
destroy the tanks 
with artillery fire.

New Weapons of War
Airplanes

• Both sides used 
planes to map and 
to attack trenches 
from above.

• Planes first 
dropped brinks and 
heavy objects on 
enemy troops.

• Soon they 
mounted guns and 
bombs on planes.

• Skilled pilots 
sought in air 
battles called 
dogfights.

• The German Red 
Baron downed 80 
Allied planes, until 
he was shot down.
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NEW WEAPONS OF WWI

• TANKS – BRITISH  

• FLAME THROWER – GERMANS

• U-BOATS (UNTERSEEBOOTEN)

• AIRPLANES

• GAS

• POISON

• MUSTARD

• MACHINE GUNS

• TANK TRAPS

• NEW WAY TO FIGHT – TRENCH 
WARFARE

• MINES
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Air War

Richtoffen                   Fokker Dr I                       Rickenbacker                       Spad 13 



7/10/2009

28

Nieuport biplane on the 

ground. (Soissons. Aisne. France. 1917).

Bucy-le-Long, section of gunners, 4 soldiers 

in ruins, pulling. Bucy-le-Long, district of 

Soissons. (Soissons. Aisne. France. 1917).
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Collection of German shells which did not 

burst. (Rheims The Marne. France 1917).

Think! Which source best reveal the horrors of the 

new technology of poison gas?
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Read the article ―First World War: 

Weapons‖ and then do the following:

an illustration to show:
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STALEMATE —battles in which no army 
advances or wins. Lasts from November 
1914 to spring 1917!

Over 500,000 men are killed in the 
Western Front, while the lines changed 
little, less than 10 miles in either 
direction.

Think! Is this source about the 

trenches useful?
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TRENCH ASSIGNMENTS:

• COMPLETE:

• 1) “The Trenches”

• 2) “Trench Rats”

• 3) “Body Lice”

• 4) “Trench Foot”

• 5) “A Letter from 

the Trenches”
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Project: Use Google Sketch Up to 

recreate the trenches of WWI!
OBJECTIVE: To understand the layout and 

characteristics of a WWI battlefield.  To 

understand life on the battlefield.  To explain 

why trench warfare often resulted in 

stalemates and heavy casualties.

• Directions: 

• 1) Start your research!  Go to 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/features/trench

life.htm

• 2) Working in small groups, you will select 

one of the following battles: Verdun, Ypres 

(1st, 2nd or 3rd), the Somme, Tannenberg, 

Gallopoli

• 3) Using Google Sketch Up, you will build a 3-

D computer model of the battlefield and label 

all major features. Please be as authentic and 

realistic as possible! 

• 4) Using your model, give a presentation to the 

class, explaining the sites and conditions on 

the battlefield, as well as the outcome.
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"If I live, I mean to spend the rest of my life 

working for perpetual peace. I have seen war and 

faced modern artillery and know what an outrage 

it is against simple men."

Tom Kettle, Irish Poet, killed at the Somme 1916
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Edward ―Bim‖ Tennant
soldier and poet

(1897-1916)
Killed at the Somme.

What can poetry reveal about the

horrors of trench warfare and the 

psychological effects on soldiers?

Analyze the following poem….

From THE MAD SOLDIER 

I dropp'd here three weeks ago, yes ~ I know,

And it's bitter cold at night, since the fight ~ 

I could tell you if I chose ~ no one knows

Excep' me and four or five, what ain't alive

I can see them all asleep, three men deep,

And they're nowhere near a fire ~ but our wire

Has 'em fast as fast can be. Can't you see

When the flare goes up? Ssh! Boys; what's that 

noise?
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Do you know what these rats eat? Body-meat!

After you've been down a week, 'an your cheek

Gets as pale as life, and night seems as white

As the day, only the rats and their brats

Seem more hungry when the day's gone away ~ 

An' they look as big as bulls, an' they pulls

Till you almost sort o' shout ~ but the drought

What you hadn't felt before makes you sore.

And at times you even think of a drink...

The Mad Soldier continued…

There's a leg across my thighs ~ if my eyes

Weren't too sore, I'd like to see who it be,

Wonder if I'd know the bloke if I woke? ~ 

Woke? By damn, I'm not asleep ~ there's a heap

Of us wond'ring why the hell we're not well...

Leastways I am ~ since I came it's the same

With the others ~ they don't know what I do,

Or they wouldn't gape and grin.
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It's a sin

To say that Hell is hot ~ 'cause it's not:

Mind you, I know very well we're in hell.

~ In a twisted hump we lie ~ heaping high

Yes! an' higher every day. ~ Oh, I say,

This chap's heavy on my thighs ~ damn his eyes.
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• 1) Choose another poem from the 
sheet provided and read it carefully.

• 2) Write down the name of the poem 
and the poet. 

• 3) How does the poem make you feel? 
Happy, sad, upset, proud…?

• 4) What is happening in the poem?

• 5) What does the poem tell you about 
the War?

• 6) Evaluate the poem – is it useful? 
Why?

• Is it biased? How?

INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT: 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ON POEMS 

OF WORLD WAR I
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• July 1-November 18, 1916

The Battle Somme

British & French offensive. One of the largest trench battles 

of the war!  Casualties:

420,000 British

195,000 French

650,000 German

The British lost 57,000 men on the first day, July 1st.

“It's a sin

To say that Hell is hot ~

'cause it's not:

Mind you, I know very well

we're in hell.”

from The Mad Soldier by Edward 

Tennant
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Battle of Somme Assignment

• Introductions: Somme was one of the most 

important WWI battles featuring trench warfare. 

Read: “A Death at the Battle of Somme.”  

• Directions: Complete the worksheet “Living through 

the War:  The Battle of Somme” and “The Daily 

Tribune: The Battle of Somme,” which requires you 

to create the front page of a newspaper, featuring 

articles and one illustration of the war.  Your articles 

should be summative and analytical and full of 

historical detail. Please draw your own 

representations of the Battle; your drawing can take 

the form of a political cartoon, if you wish.
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Assignment: Compare/Contrast a 

fictional account of the Battle of 

Somme with historical reality
• Writing Prompt: Write a 150-word compare/contrast essay, comparing 

what you have learned about the Battle of Somme with the fictional 

account presented in the movie “The Adventures of Young Indiana 

Jones: Trenches of Hell.” You must address these questions:

• 1) What types of new weapons were introduced during WWI? Does the 

movie effectively display these new killing devices? Explain.

• 2) Does the movie accurately portray the horrors of trench warfare and the 

concept of stalemate?

• 3) Does the movie accurately portray the changing attitudes and emotions 

of the soldiers who fought in the trenches?

• 4) Which  type of source would you find more useful to our study of 

history: A movie of historical fiction or actual accounts written  by the 

soldiers themselves?  Explain.
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Summary of Major 

World War I Battles
Battle of 
Tannenburg:

Aug. 1914, 
Russia’s worst 
defeat in World 
War I

First Battle of 
the Marne:
Sept. 1914, 
Allies halted 
German 
advance, saving 
Paris from 
occupation

First Battle of 
Ypres: Oct.–Nov. 
1914, last major 
German offensive 
until 1918

Battle of 
Gallipoli:
Apr.–Dec. 
1915, failed 
attempt of the 
Allies to knock 
Turkey out of 
the war

Battle of 
Verdun: Feb.–
Dec. 1916, 
longest battle of 
World War I with 
huge loss of life

Battle of the 
Somme: July–
Nov. 1916, first 
great offensive 
of the British, 
best 
remembered for 
its staggering 
loss of life

Third Battle of 
Ypres 
(Passchendaele):  
July–Nov. 1917, so 
many losses that 
the name 
Passchendaele 
came to mean 
senseless slaughter

Battle of 
Caporetto: 
Oct.–Nov. 
1917, 
tremendous 
victory for the 
Central Powers


