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The Main Idea

The Allies determined the terms for peace in the postwar 
world.

Reading Focus

• What was President Wilson’s Fourteen Points plan for 
peace?

• What was resolved at the Paris Peace Conference?

• Why did Congress fight over the treaty?

• What was the impact of World War I on the United States 
and the world?

Peace without Victory

Panaroma of destruction. (Reims Marne. France 1917).
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1918

• January, 1918 President Wilson puts 
forward his 14 points, the U.S. peace plan, including 
the creation of a League of Nations after the War

• March, 1918 Bolshevik Russia signs the 
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk --Russia makes peace 
with the Germans and yield Poland, Estonia, 
Latvia, & Lithuania to Germany. Finland is 

recognized as independent.

The Paris Peace Conference

• President Wilson led American negotiators attending the peace conference 

in Versailles, Paris in January 1919.

– He was the first U.S. President to visit Europe while in office.

– Republicans criticized Wilson for leaving the country when it was 

trying to restore its economy.

• Wilson acted as an unbiased leader to prevent squabbling among European 

nations.

• The Paris Peace Conference began on January 12, 1919, with leaders 

representing 32 nations, or about three-quarters of the world‟s population.

• The leaders of the victorious Allies became known as the Big Four —

President Wilson, British Prime Minister David Lloyd George, French 

premier Georges Clemenceau, and Italian prime minister Vittorio 

Orlando.

• Germany and the Central Powers were not invited to attend.
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Revenge

• Many Allies 
wanted to punish 
Germany for its 
role in the war.

• Georges 
Clemenceau 
accused Germany 
of tyrannical 
conduct, 
exemplified by the 
huge loss of life 
and the continued 
suffering of 
veterans.

Conflicting Needs at the Peace Conference

Independence
• Leaders of 

Yugoslavia and 
Czechoslovakia 
wanted to build 
new nations.

• Poland, divided 
between 
Germany and 
Russia, wanted
one nation.

• Ho Chi Minh 
worked at the 
Paris Ritz hotel 
and asked France 
to free Vietnam.

The delegates arrived at the Peace Conference with competing 
needs and desires.

Better World

• President Wilson had 
a vision of a better 
world.

• He wanted nations to 
deal with each other 
openly and trade 
with each other 
fairly.

• Wanted countries to 
reduce their arsenal 
of weapons

Fight over the Treaty

• President Wilson returned to the U.S. and presented the treaty to the 
Senate, needing the support of both Republicans and Democrats to ratify 
it.

• Wilson had trouble getting the Republican Congress‟s support.

• The Senators divided into three groups:

• Reservationists thought the League of Nations charter requiring 
members to use force for the League conflicted with Congress‟s 
constitutional right to declare war.

3. Reservationists, led by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, 

who would only ratify a revised treaty

2.  Irreconcilables, who wanted outright rejection of 

U.S. participation in the League of Nations

1.  Democrats, who supported immediate ratification of 

the treaty
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Wilson Tours America

• Wilson refused to compromise with reservationists and took his case directly to 

the American people, traveling 8,000 miles in 22 days.

• In 32 major speeches, Wilson urged the public to pressure Republican senators 

into ratifying the treaty, warning of serious consequences if world nations didn‟t 

work together.

• Wilson‟s heavy touring schedule weakened him, and after suffering a stroke in 

October 1919, he cut himself off from friends and allies.

• In September 1919, Senator Lodge presented a treaty to the U.S. Senate 

including a list of 14 reservations, or concerns about the Treaty of Versailles.

• Wilson was unwilling to compromise, and the Senate rejected Lodge‟s treaty on 

Wilson‟s instructions.

• After Wilson left office in 1921, the U.S. signed separate treaties with 

Austria, Hungary, and Germany, but never joined the League of Nations.

• Without U.S. participation, the League‟s ability to keep world peace was 

uncertain.
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Use with Versailles Roleplay Debate Simulation
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Name:__________________

Additional Notes taken 

during the debate:

 Warm Up: Prepare a colorful placard for your country 
to use in the fishbowl.  Also, meet with your group 
to work out questions and responses to be used 
during the debate. 8 Minutes.

 Further Instructions: How does a fishbowl debate 
work?
◦ It’s like tag team wrestling! Representatives of each 

group sit inside the inner oval, or “Fishbowl.”  Only they 
are allowed to speak. 

◦ If a teammate sitting outside the fishbowl wishes to 
speak, they must silently tag their teammate, replacing 
them in the fishbowl.

◦ No name calling is allowed.  Only intelligent questions 
and arguments, using the evidence you have gathered, 
will be accepted!

◦ The debate ends when a logical conclusion has been 
reached.  Or, if the class loses its focus and begins to 
act silly, I will end the debate and give you another 
assignment to do.
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Debate Starter: Which options 

should be chosen for the Treaty?
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The Treaty of Versailles June 28, 1919

• The German army & navy would be disarmed

• The Germans would have to pay $33 billion in 
damages or reparations.

• Germany had to accept full responsibility for 
causing the war

Paris Peace Conference, January 

1919. The main signatories of the 

treaty were Britain (Prime Minister 

David Lloyd George), the USA 

(President Woodrow Wilson), 

France (Prime Minister Georges 

Clemenceau) and Italy (Prime 

Minister Vittorio Orlando). These 

leaders were known as the 'Big 

Four' and met to decide the fate of 

Germany after the First World War. 



7/10/2009

10

Lost German territory!
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Mark which 
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U.S. LEADERSHIP 

AT WAR’S END

• Wilson proposed a peace plan including his “14 

Points” which became the basis for the 

Versailles Treaty.  It called for a League of 

Nations to keep the peace.  The Central Powers 

were not represented at Versailles.

• The U.S. (Senate) refused to join the League

USII.4B
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Consequences of the 

First World War for 

Germany

Germany 1918-1933
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"Tombs of the soldiers killed on May 14th in Laffaux ". 

Graveyard of campaign. (Soissons. Aisne. France. 1917).
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Country Dead Wounded Missing Total

Australia 58,150 152,170 - 210,320

Austria-Hungary 922,000 3,600,000 855,283 5,377,283

Belgium 102,000 450,000 - 552,000

Britain 658,700 2,032,150 359,150 3,050,000

Bulgaria 87,500 152,390 27,029 266,919

Canada 56,500 149,700 - 206,200

France 1,359,000 4,200,000 361,650 5,920,650

Germany 1,600,000 4,065,000 103,000 5,768,000

Greece 5,000 21,000 1,000 27,000

India 43,200 65,175 5,875 114,250

Italy 689,000 959,100 - 1,424,660

Japan 300 907 3 1,210

Montenegro 3,000 10,000 7,000 20,000

New Zealand 16,130 40,750 - 56,880

Portugal 7,222 13,751 12,318 33,291

Romania 335,706 120,000 80,000 535,706

Russia 1,700,000 5,000,000 - 6,700,000

Serbia 45,000 133,148 152,958 331,106

Turkey 250,000 400,000 - 650,000

USA 58,480 189,955 14,290 262,725

Totals 7,996,888 21,755,196 1,979,556 31,508,200
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Political

• The war led to the 
overthrow of 
monarchies in 
Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Germany, 
and Turkey.

• It contributed to the 
rise of the Bolsheviks 
to power in Russia in 
1917.

• It fanned the flames 
of revolts against 
colonialism in the 
Middle East and 
Southeast Asia.

Economic

• WWI devastated 
European 
economies, giving 
the U.S. the 
economic lead.

• The U.S. still faced 
problems such as 
inflation, which left 
people struggling 
to afford ordinary 
items.

• Farmers, whose 
goods were less in 
demand than 
during the war, 
were hit hard.

The Impact of World War I

Social

• The war killed 14 
million people and 
left 7 million men 
disabled.

• The war drew 
more than a 
million women into 
the U.S. workforce, 
which helped them 
pass the 
Nineteenth 
Amendment to get 
the vote.

• It also encouraged 
African Americans 
to move to 
northern cities for 
factory work.

Impact in Europe

• The effects of World War I in Europe were devastating.

– 1) European nations lost almost an entire generation of young men.

– 2) France, where most of the fighting took place, was in ruins.

– 3) Great Britain was deeply in debt to the U.S. and lost its place as the 

world‟s financial center.

– 4) The reparations forced on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles were 

crippling to its economy.

• World War I would not be the “war to end all wars,” as some called it.

– Too many issues were left unresolved.

– Too much anger and hostility remained among nations.

• Conflict would again break out in Europe, bringing the United States and the 

world back into war.
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Summary

• Germany in a desperate situation. The terms of the Treaty 
of Versailles cripple the economy and prevent German 
recovery after the war. The onset of the Great Depression 
in 1929 makes matters worse.

• This in turn leads to the new, Weimar government being 
unable to restore pre-war conditions. 

• Animosity towards those who signed the treaty grows and 
many German people look for people to blame for the 
crisis, leading to theories of „the stab in the back‟. 

• The new government, already under fire, is likely to fail in 
it‟s duty to provide security, prosperity and comfort given 
the conditions that it has inherited.

• Leads to the rise of a new dictator…Adolf Hitler!
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