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Help!

Essential Questions:

1) What were the short and long-term

political, economic, and social causes of WWII 

and the Holocaust?

2) What events in WWII proved to be a major 

turning point in the war in favor of the Allies?

3) Was the U.S. decision to drop the A-bombs

on Japan justified?

4) What were the political, economic,  and social 

effects of WWII and the Holocaust?

Why did Hitler want Czechoslovakia?
• Over 3 million ethnic Germans lived in the Sudetenland of 

Czechoslovakia.

•British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain agreed to meet with 

Hitler to discuss the matter.

•Munich Agreement (Sept 1938)—Germany gets the 

Sudentenland = Appeasement.

•Appeasement--Giving in to Germany in the hope that a 

satisfied Hitler would not drag Europe through another world 

war. 
•Deprived of the Sudetenland, Czechoslovakia could not defend 
against a German attack. Hitler took Czechoslovakia in March 1939. 
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Britain’s response was Appeasement: 

Was this the right choice?

Diagram of Appeasement Process:

Was appeasement justified?
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August 1939- Nazi- Soviet Pact, or Molotov- Ribbentrop Pact.

--Hitler and Stalin agree to split Eastern Europe. Stalin promised 

to allow Hitler to invade Poland without counterattacking .

“A Marriage made in Hell?”

•Hitler turned his attention to Poland. He demanded the return of 
the city of Danzig and use of the Polish corridor. Poland refused 
and France and Great Britain warned that they would support 
Poland if attacked.
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Complete this crossword!
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The Nazi Blitzkrieg: The

OUTBREAK OF WWII!

• Poland

• On September 1, 1939, 
German troops invaded 
Poland. 

• On September 17, Soviet 
troops invaded Poland from 
the east. 15,000 of the 
captured Polish officers are 
slaughtered by Stalin's NKVD 
(KGB) in 1940, Katyn Forest 
Massacre.

• In less than a month, the Nazi 
blitzkrieg (lightning war)
had captured Poland, which 
surrendered on September 27.
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The War Begins

September 1, 1939—In a radio speech, Hitler 

justifies invading Poland.  Members of Britain and 

France’s governments would meet and declare war 

on Germany two days later.

• September & October, 1939- Soviet troops 
occupy Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. 

• November 1939- The Soviet Union attacks 
Finland. Finland holds out at first, but

outnumbered 5 to 1 they surrender in 
March. Finland keeps its independence, but 
gives up territory to Stalin.

The Soviet Union Strikes!
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April 1940--Hitler captured 

Denmark and Norway through an 

amphibious assault. 1/3 of the 

German surface fleet is sunk or 

heavily damaged in invading 

Norway.

In May of 1940, German troops 

invaded Belgium, Holland, and 

Luxembourg and marched into 

France.

June 17-29, 1940 - Stalin 

overthrows the governments in the 

Baltic States and Eastern Romania 

and installs communist puppet 

governments

Hitler Conquers More of Europe!

War in 

Europe

• October 28, 1940 - Greece 
rejects Italy's demands for 
the use of Greek bases, 
Italy invades Greece

• December 1940 - Hitler 
battles Greece.
• The Greeks break through 

the Italian defenses and 
overrun ¼ of Albania . The 
Greeks take 28,000 Italian 
prisoners. 

• Hitler has to come to 
Mussolini's aid and send 
troops to Greece. Hungary, 
Rumania, Bulgaria, and 
Yugoslavia agree to let 
German troops pass through 
their countries.

• A revolution in Yugoslavia 
forces Hitler to invade 
Yugoslavia in order to get 
to Greece, which is 
eventually conquered.

A Slug in Athens

German machine gunners

http://earthstation1.simplenet.com/pgs/wwii/dep-ww297.jpg.html
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The Fall of France

• On June 22,  1940 France signed an armistice
with Germany, agreeing to German occupation of 
northern France and the coast. 
• The French military was demobilized, and the 

French government, now located at Vichy, would 
collaborate with the German authorities in 
occupied France.

• Refusing to recognize defeat, General Charles de 
Gaulle escaped to London and organized the Free 
French forces.

• Britain, now headed by Winston Churchill, stood 
alone against Germany.
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The Battle of 

Britain

July-September, 

1940

• The new British Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill, vowed never to surrender.

• During the Battle of Britain, the Luftwaffe—
German air force--began massive attacks on 
Britain to destroy its air defenses.

• Britain held firm during the Blitz despite 
devastating destruction to English cities. 

• The British resistance convinced Hitler to 
postpone the invasion but he continued the 
bombing attacks.

http://motlc.wiesenthal.org/albums/palbum/p01/gallery/pg44/pg1/pg44125.html
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• July-September, 1940 Battle of Britain
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Who really won/lost the Battle of 

Britain?

RAF —Great Britain’s Royal Airforce

Who really won/lost the Battle of 

Britain?
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Is Hitler Unstoppable?

• April 1941-

German troops 

pour into 

Yugoslavia and 

Greece and both 

fall quickly. But 

Hitler delays his 

plan to invade 

Russia .

• What is 
the 
meaning 
of this 
cartoon 
by Dr. 
Seuss?
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Would You Have Been 

Able to Prevent the 

Japanese Attack?
President Roosevelt Emperor Hirohito

Prompt:

Imagine that it is late November 1941.  You are a special foreign policy

advisor to U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  Political tensions between the 

U.S. And Japan have been increasing over the past several years.  While you are 

unaware that Hirohito and his military have been planning to attack Pearl

Harbor,  you fear that war is about to break out.  What would your foreign

policy proposal to Roosevelt look like, considering the following?:

1) Why have tensions between the U.S. and Japan increased.

2) What are Japan’s military strengths?  Could it cause great harm to the U.S. 

navy as well as innocent civilians?

3) What’s the best solution? Can you prevent war?  Or, should the U.S. strike 

first if peace talks continue to fail?  Explain.

“What if you were there?

Introduction: It is early morning, December 7, 
1941. Just a few miles from the naval base, the 
Condor, a U.S. Navy minesweep, is on patrol. As 
the ship slides through the ocean's black waters, 
an officer sites a submarine's periscope. The 
Condor follows its wake for several minutes, then 
alerts the Ward, a nearby destroyer. The Ward's 
skipper, Lieutenant William Outerbridge, wakes 
his sleepy crew, and they scramble.

• Imagine you are Lieutenant William 
Outerbridge, skipper of the destroyer, the 
Ward. You've just received the following 
signal from minesweeper Condor: "Sighted 
submerged submarine on a westerly course, 
speed nine knots." 

• You have only a few moments to decide what 
to do. Make a list of the reasons why you 
should attack and another list of why you 
shouldn't.  What would happen if you did 
attack? What would happen if you didn't? 
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Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor--

December 7, 1941

• Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii

• U.S. fleet caught unprepared 

• 2400 sailors died, 1200 wounded,18 
ships sunk, and 160 aircraft damaged and 
200 destroyed. 

• Only the aircraft carriers, by chance on 
maneuvers, escaped the worst naval 
defeat in American history.

• Later the same day, Japan attacks the 
Philippines, Guam, and Midway and 
attacks British forces in Hong Kong 
and the Malay Peninsula (Singapore)

Japanese Zeros take off from

aircraft carriers and head to

Pearl Harbor
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The battleships moored along "Battleship Row" are the primary target of the 

attack's first wave. Ten minutes after the beginning of the attack a bomb 

crashes through the Arizona's two armored decks igniting its magazine. The 

explosion rips the ship's sides open like a tin can starting a fire that engulfs the 

entire ship. Within minutes she sinks to the bottom taking 1,300 lives with her. 

The sunken ship remains as a memorial to those who sacrificed their lives 

during the attack. 

The harbor was ablaze due to 

massive oil spills.  After jumping

off their ships, many soldiers 

were burned alive
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USS West Virginia BB-48 (foreground) USS Tennessee BB-43 (background)

The USS Shaw explodes!

The explosion of the USS Shaw DD-373
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The American Response to Japanese 

Attack

• FDR – ―a date that will live in infamy.‖

• Dec. 8, 1941 - U.S. declares war on Japan

• The economy and military are mobilized for 
war

• Germany and Italy declare war on U.S.

• World War II became a global war.

• Japan soon develops a new empire in the Pacific. 
American military leaders focused on halting the 
Japanese advance and mobilizing the whole 
nation for war.

• Inside America itself, Japanese Americans were 
rounded up and sent to internment camps.

Hitler’s view of the World
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Can the Allies Win?
• By the end of 1942, the 

Allies faced defeat

• But Japan and Germany 
fought separate wars, each 
on two fronts. They never 
coordinated strategies.

• The Allies’ strengths: 

• 1) The manpower of the 
Soviet Union, which 
Hitler had betrayed

• 2) The productive 
capacity of the United 
States. 

• 3) Brilliant generals
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Turning Point of the War!  Why?

• Hitler made a mistake by invading the Soviet Union!

• On June 22, 1941, Hitler launched Operation 
Barbarossa--4 million German soldiers spread out 
along a 2,000-mile front launch three massive 
offensives. German lack of preparedness for a long 
winter campaign leads to over 1 million men being 
lost by late March 1942.

Joseph Stalin on Germany’s invasion of Russia: 

"Brothers and sisters: the German invasion continues. The 

German Army has taken Lithuania, a large part of Latvia, 

part of Byelorussia and part of the Ukraine. A great danger 

hangs over the nation."
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Turning Point of the War

• The German army quickly advanced into Russia, but at 
a terrifying cost. 

• For the next three years, 90 percent of German 
deaths would happen on the eastern front due to 
war and the brutal Russian winter. 

• August 22, 1942- The Germans start assault on 
Stalingrad.

German Invasion of Stalingrad
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• November 19, 1942- Soviet counter-attack in pincer 
drives begins. The German Sixth Army under General 
von Paulus at Stalingrad is surrounded

• In 1942-43, a German army of over 300,000 was 
defeated and captured at the Battle of Stalingrad.

Defeat at Stalingrad!

Video Clip: German Defeat at 

Stalingrad (8 minutes)

Writing Prompt: In 75 words, explain how the Russians defeated

the trapped Germany army in the Battle of Stalingrad and why

this is considered a major turning point of the war.
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• July 1943- Battle of Kursk, last major German offensive in the Eastern 
Front, is stopped. 

• The largest tank battle in history.

• Germans began a long retreat. 

• The Red Army crosses into Poland in January 1944.

Battle of Kursk
Images from the Eastern Front
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• October to November 1942- Battle of El Alamein--
German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel is defeated in 
Egypt by Montgomery's British Eighth Army

• November 8, 1942- Operation Torch, the U.S. forces land 
in North Africa and put the ―squeeze‖ or pressure on 
Rommel

Campaign in Africa

Panzer 3 in North Africa British artillery in North Africa
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•May 1943- The last German 
position in Africa, Tunisia falls 

The Allies Retake North Africa!

• 1) Why can the cartoon be considered a 

work of propaganda?

• 2) Is there racism embedded in this cartoon?

• 3) What’s the overall purpose of the 

cartoon?
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• Introduction: After 
defeating the Axis 
armies in North Africa, 
the Allies under 
Generals Montgomery
and Patton moved onto 
Sicily.  

• Question:

• Why was the capture of 
Italy the next logical step 
and a crucial part of the 
Allied military strategy 
in 1943?

We’re 

gonna get 

Mussolini!
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• Sicily Campaign, July 9 - August 1943. The 5th US and 8th British 
Armies landed on Sicily. General Patton led the attack along with 
British General Montgomery. On 25 July, the Italian King Emanuele 
overthrew Mussolini. The monarchy tried to make an armistice with the 
Allies. The Germans rescued Mussolini from prison and set him up as a 
puppet leader over a new Republic

The Invasion of Sicily
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Italy Surrenders

• Invasion of Italy, September 
1943. On the 3rd, British General 
Montgomery landed in southern 
Italy.
• Allied armies then captured the lower 

part of Italy, including the port of 
Naples.

• The Italian government surrendered 
on September 8, but the German 
forces continued to defend Italy. 

• During Operation Avalanche and 
Operation Slapstick, the Allies 
continued to push the Germans 
northwards throughout the rest of 
the year.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower

• Spring Offensive & 

Capture of Rome, May -

June 1944. The British 

and American allies linked 

up and advanced into 

Rome. The Germans 

surrendered in Rome 

without causing further 

damage. 

• The Germans retreated 

north.  

The Allies Capture Rome from the Germans
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End of the Italian Campaign:

Mussolini is executed!

• Mussolini and 15 other Fascist leaders were 

executed by Italian partisans.

Let’s watch Mussolini’s brutal 

execution!
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Turning Points of the War: 

Western Front

• D-Day: Operation Overlord

• The Allied needed to establish a second front. 

• General Dwight Eisenhower launched an invasion of 
Normandy on June 6, 1944. 

• An invasion fleet of some 4,000 ships and 150,000 
men (57,000 U.S.)

• June 6, 1944- Operation Overlord, The Normandy Invasion. The 
biggest naval invasion in history American and British forces land in 
France. Casualties were high on both sides--5,000 killed and wounded 
Allied troops. Was it worth it? What if the invasion had gone 
differently?  Prepare for the Normandy Beach simulation:

http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/history20/unit3/sec2_05.html

http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/history20/unit3/sec2_05.html
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Race to Berlin
• D-Day was the turning point 

of the western front. 
Invasion successful. It 
allowed them to gain a 
foothold on the continent 
from which they could push 
Germany back. 

• Stalingrad was the turning 
point of the eastern front.

• The British, U.S., and Free 
French armies began to press 
into western Germany as the 
Soviets invaded eastern 
Germany.

• Both sides raced to Berlin.
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• August 1944 - Paris is retaken by the Allies

Hitler loses Paris
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• December 1944 to January 1945 - The 

Battle of the Bulge. Hitler's last gamble 

and offensive of the war

Battle of the Bulge

Why is it called a ―bulge?‖

• At first, the Germans punched a “bulge” –a bell-
shaped curve-- into the Allied front line. The 
Germans based their attack on a massive armoured 
onslaught, but the Germans began to run out of 
fuel!

• On Christmas Eve 1944, the Allies experienced 
the first ever attack by jet bombers. Sixteen 
German Me-262’s attacked rail yards in order to 
stop the Allies from supplying themselves. 

• For several weeks, there was a stalemate —in 
which neither side achieved any military success.  
Each side remained stuck in trenches.

• By mid-January 1945 , the Germans abandoned 
their vehicles due to lack of fuel and continued to 
be pushed back towards Berlin, Germany.

• The Battle of the Bulge was the largest battle
fought by the Americans in World War Two. 
600,000 American troops were involved in the 
battle. The Americans lost 81,000 men while the 
Germans lost 100,000 killed, wounded and 
captured.
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A Grand Alliance to Defeat 

Germany!

The Big Three meet in Yalta

• Great Britain (Winston 
Churchill)

• The U.S. (FDR)

• The Soviet Union
(Joseph Stalin)—joined 
Allies after German 
invasion

They develop strategies for the 
end of the War

• Defeat Germany first!

• March 7, 1945- American forces cross the Rhine 

River at Remagen

Crossing the Rhine



7/12/2009

36

• April 12, 1945 - President Roosevelt dies, Harry 

Truman is sworn in as the new president

President Roosevelt dies!

President Roosevelt’s Funeral
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• April 25 1945 - American and Russian forces 
meet at Torgau

• Hitler is now hiding in his bunker in Berlin, 
knowing that defeat is inevitable.

American and Russian forces 

meet and close in on Berlin!

• April 30, 1945 - Adolf Hitler and his new bride 
Eva Braun commit suicide in their Berlin bunker.  
• Since Hitler’s bunker was lit on fire or destroyed by an 

explosion his body was never officially identified.

• Some conspiracy theories suggest that Hitler never died 
that day, and instead, fled somewhere in hiding.  
(Rubbish!)

Hitler dies!
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• May 2, 1945 - Russians take Berlin

Victory in 

Europe

• V-E Day -- Germany 
surrendered unconditionally on 
May 7, 1945 

• Fighting in the Pacific would 
continue until August.

Hitler’s corpse? 

Allied Propaganda?



7/12/2009

39

Atom 

Diplomacy

• FDR had funded the top-secret Manhattan 

Project to develop an atomic bomb

• Dr. Robert Oppenheimer successfully tested in 

the summer of 1945.

• FDR had died on April 12, 1945, and the 

decision was left to Harry Truman.

• An amphibious invasion could cost over 350,000 

Allied casualties.
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• July 16, 1945 - The first atomic bomb is detonated at 
Los Alamos New Mexico

• Truman issues Potsdam ultimatum to Japanese on July 
26th , warning Japan to surrender or else!

The First Successful Atomic Bomb Tests

The atom bomb is dropped on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki to force 

Japan to surrender!
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The Decision to 

Drop the A-Bombs:

Was it the right thing

to do?

• August 6, 1945 – Enola Gay drops bomb on Hiroshima

• 140,000 dead; tens of thousands injured; radiation 
sickness; 80% of buildings destroyed

• August 9, 1945 – second bomb dropped on Nagasaki

• 70,000 dead; 60,000 injured 



7/12/2009

44

Activity: What if the U.S. had not 

dropped

the A-bombs on Japan?

• Guidelines: You are 
special foreign policy 
advisor to President 
Truman. Outline two 
different strategies to end 
the war: 1) Use the A-
Bombs 2) Your own 
proposal to force the 
Japanese to surrender. 
Describe the consequences 
of implementing each 
strategy.  Which strategy 
would you advocate more 
and why?

Some strategies

that were considered

by scientists and the

Truman 

Administration.

Question:

What would be the

pros and cons of

each?
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Key Facts and Consequences of 

the A-Bomb
• • On August 6th 1945, the Enola Gay, a USA bomber, dropped a bomb 

called "Little Boy" on Hiroshima.

• • Hiroshima was the first city ever targeted to be bombed by an atomic 

weapon. The battles at Dunkirk, the Battle of

• Britain and even Stalingrad seemed to pale into comparison with what 

took place in Hiroshima.

• • The initial heat blast was 900 times hotter than the surface of the sun.

• • 80,000 people were killed instantly – many vaporized underneath the 

bomb blast.

• • By 1950, 200,000 people had died as a result of the bomb.

• • Between 1950-1980, a further 97,000 people died from cancers 

associated with the radiation caused by "Little Boy"
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Japan 

Surrenders!

• V-J Day: Emperor 

Hirohito unofficially 

surrenders on Aug. 

14, 1945. 

America and the 

World Celebrate the 

End of the War!
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Japanese ―Unconditional‖ Surrender and 

Truman’s Reflections on War

• September 2, 1945 -The formal Japanese surrender 

ceremony is held in Tokyo harbor on the U.S.S. 

Missouri

Truman--―We shall not forget Pearl Harbor.‖

Review Sheet on WWII Battles


