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World War II, Part II:

• What key events and decisions allowed the 

Allies to start winning the War in 1943?

Hitler’s view of the World
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Can the Allies Win?
• By the end of 1942, the 

Allies faced defeat

• But Japan and Germany 
fought separate wars, each 
on two fronts. They never 
coordinated strategies.

• The Allies’ strengths: 

• 1) The manpower of the 
Soviet Union, which 
Hitler had betrayed

• 2) The productive 
capacity of the United 
States. 

• 3) Brilliant generals
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Turning Point of the War!  Why?

• Hitler made a mistake by invading the Soviet Union!

• On June 22, 1941, Hitler launched Operation 
Barbarossa--4 million German soldiers spread out 
along a 2,000-mile front launch three massive 
offensives. German lack of preparedness for a long 
winter campaign leads to over 1 million men being 
lost by late March 1942.

Joseph Stalin on Germany’s invasion of Russia: 

"Brothers and sisters: the German invasion continues. The 

German Army has taken Lithuania, a large part of Latvia, 

part of Byelorussia and part of the Ukraine. A great danger 

hangs over the nation."
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Turning Point of the War

• The German army quickly advanced into Russia, but at 
a terrifying cost. 

• For the next three years, 90 percent of German 
deaths would happen on the eastern front due to 
war and the brutal Russian winter. 

• August 22, 1942- The Germans start assault on 
Stalingrad.

German Invasion of Stalingrad
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• November 19, 1942- Soviet counter-attack in pincer 
drives begins. The German Sixth Army under General 
von Paulus at Stalingrad is surrounded

• In 1942-43, a German army of over 300,000 was 
defeated and captured at the Battle of Stalingrad.

Defeat at Stalingrad!

Video Clip: German Defeat at 

Stalingrad (8 minutes)

Writing Prompt: In 75 words, explain how the Russians defeated

the trapped Germany army in the Battle of Stalingrad and why

this is considered a major turning point of the war.
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Alternative Assignment on 

Germany’s defeat in Russia:

• Read ―The Siege of Leningrad, 1941-

1944‖ from eyewitnesstohistory.com and 

list 10 ways in which the Russians 

struggled against the Germans, ultimately 

resulting in Germany’s defeat! Then, 

answer the following: Do you admire the 

way the Russians persevered against the 

Germans?  Explain.

• July 1943- Battle of Kursk, last major German offensive in the Eastern 
Front, is stopped. 

• The largest tank battle in history.

• Germans began a long retreat. 

• The Red Army crosses into Poland in January 1944.

Battle of Kursk
Images from the Eastern Front
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ASSIGNMENT:

• Complete ―Early 

German/Axis Successes 

and Failures‖ worksheet 

and then the crossword 

puzzle!
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• October to November 1942- Battle of El Alamein--
German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel is defeated in 
Egypt by Montgomery's British Eighth Army

• November 8, 1942- Operation Torch, the U.S. forces land 
in North Africa and put the ―squeeze‖ or pressure on 
Rommel

Campaign in Africa

Panzer 3 in North Africa British artillery in North Africa
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•May 1943- The last German 
position in Africa, Tunisia falls 

The Allies Retake North Africa!

Pull out your Battle Maps! Let’s 

fight the evil Nazis in North Africa!

Refer to textbook pages 725—726 for help! 

Or, http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_ani_north_africa_campaign.shtml
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• Introduction: After 
defeating the Axis 
armies in North Africa, 
the Allies under 
Generals Montgomery
and Patton moved onto 
Sicily.  

• Question:

• Why was the capture of 
Italy the next logical step 
and a crucial part of the 
Allied military strategy 
in 1943?

We’re 

gonna get 

Mussolini!
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• Sicily Campaign, July 9 - August 1943. The 5th US and 8th British 
Armies landed on Sicily. General Patton led the attack along with 
British General Montgomery. On 25 July, the Italian King Emanuele 
overthrew Mussolini. The monarchy tried to make an armistice with the 
Allies. The Germans rescued Mussolini from prison and set him up as a 
puppet leader over a new Republic

The Invasion of Sicily
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Italy Surrenders

• Invasion of Italy, September 
1943. On the 3rd, British General 
Montgomery landed in southern 
Italy.
• Allied armies then captured the lower 

part of Italy, including the port of 
Naples.

• The Italian government surrendered 
on September 8, but the German 
forces continued to defend Italy. 

• During Operation Avalanche and 
Operation Slapstick, the Allies 
continued to push the Germans 
northwards throughout the rest of 
the year.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower

• Spring Offensive & 

Capture of Rome, May -

June 1944. The British 

and American allies linked 

up and advanced into 

Rome. The Germans 

surrendered in Rome 

without causing further 

damage. 

• The Germans retreated 

north.  

The Allies Capture Rome from the Germans
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End of the Italian Campaign:

Mussolini is executed!

• Mussolini and 15 other Fascist leaders were 

executed by Italian partisans.

Let’s watch Mussolini’s brutal 

execution!
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Pull out your Battle Maps! Let’s fight 

Mussolini and the evil fascists in Italy!

• North Africa—pages 725—726

Look up the Italian campaign in textbook pages 736-738

Hint: The campaign starts on the island of Sicily!
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Look up the invasion of Normandy Beach 

on pages 739-740

Pull out your Battle Maps! Let’s launch 

the invasion of Normandy!
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Turning Points of the War: 

Western Front

• D-Day: Operation Overlord

• The Allied needed to establish a second front. 

• General Dwight Eisenhower launched an invasion of 
Normandy on June 6, 1944. 

• An invasion fleet of some 4,000 ships and 150,000 
men (57,000 U.S.)
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• June 6, 1944- Operation Overlord, The Normandy Invasion. The 
biggest naval invasion in history American and British forces land in 
France. Casualties were high on both sides--5,000 killed and wounded 
Allied troops. Was it worth it? What if the invasion had gone 
differently?  Prepare for the Normandy Beach simulation:

http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/history20/unit3/sec2_05.html

http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/history20/unit3/sec2_05.html
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D-Day Assignment—Write letters home!:

•It’s June 6, 1944. I am U.S. General Eisenhower! You are 

in the Army, soldier!  The  overturned desks represent your 

trenches and bunkers so take cover from enemy fire or get 

your head blown off! 

•You will role play either a Nazi or American and imagine 

what it was like to fight in the Invasion of Normandy! 

Using the information on the map on the floor, your reading 

materials in your packet, and your book (p. 739-740), you 

must write (2) two 150-word letters, addressed to your 

loved ones at home!  Each letter must use historical facts and 

details, including site names, military tactics and strategies 

used by both sides, and the horrors of battle!  Write each

letter like a personal story or a day in the life of the soldier

on Normandy Beach!

GET READY TO TAKE NOTES!  YOU’LL

NEED THEM FOR THE LAST PART OF 

YOUR BATTLE MAP!
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Race to Berlin
• D-Day was the turning point 

of the western front. 
Invasion successful. It 
allowed them to gain a 
foothold on the continent 
from which they could push 
Germany back. 

• Stalingrad was the turning 
point of the eastern front.

• The British, U.S., and Free 
French armies began to press 
into western Germany as the 
Soviets invaded eastern 
Germany.

• Both sides raced to Berlin.

Pull out your Battle Maps! 

Let’s march to Berlin!

• North Africa—pages 725—726

Refer to pages 746-747 to discover why this represents

the final military strategy of the Allies on the Western Front!
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• August 1944 - Paris is retaken by the Allies

Hitler loses Paris
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• December 1944 to January 1945 - The 

Battle of the Bulge. Hitler's last gamble 

and offensive of the war

Battle of the Bulge

Why is it called a ―bulge?‖

• At first, the Germans punched a ―bulge‖ –a bell-
shaped curve-- into the Allied front line. The 
Germans based their attack on a massive armoured 
onslaught, but the Germans began to run out of 
fuel!

• On Christmas Eve 1944, the Allies experienced 
the first ever attack by jet bombers. Sixteen 
German Me-262’s attacked rail yards in order to 
stop the Allies from supplying themselves. 

• For several weeks, there was a stalemate —in 
which neither side achieved any military success.  
Each side remained stuck in trenches.

• By mid-January 1945 , the Germans abandoned 
their vehicles due to lack of fuel and continued to 
be pushed back towards Berlin, Germany.

• The Battle of the Bulge was the largest battle
fought by the Americans in World War Two. 
600,000 American troops were involved in the 
battle. The Americans lost 81,000 men while the 
Germans lost 100,000 killed, wounded and 
captured.
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A Grand Alliance to Defeat 

Germany!

The Big Three meet in Yalta

• Great Britain (Winston 
Churchill)

• The U.S. (FDR)

• The Soviet Union
(Joseph Stalin)—joined 
Allies after German 
invasion

They develop strategies for the 
end of the War

• Defeat Germany first!

• March 7, 1945- American forces cross the Rhine 

River at Remagen

Crossing the Rhine
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• April 12, 1945 - President Roosevelt dies, Harry 

Truman is sworn in as the new president

President Roosevelt dies!

President Roosevelt’s Funeral
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• April 25 1945 - American and Russian forces 
meet at Torgau

• Hitler is now hiding in his bunker in Berlin, 
knowing that defeat is inevitable.

American and Russian forces 

meet and close in on Berlin!

• April 30, 1945 - Adolf Hitler and his new bride 
Eva Braun commit suicide in their Berlin bunker.  
• Since Hitler’s bunker was lit on fire or destroyed by an 

explosion his body was never officially identified.

• Some conspiracy theories suggest that Hitler never died 
that day, and instead, fled somewhere in hiding.  
(Rubbish!)

Hitler dies!
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• May 2, 1945 - Russians take Berlin

Victory in 

Europe

• V-E Day -- Germany 
surrendered unconditionally on 
May 7, 1945 

• Fighting in the Pacific would 
continue until August.

Hitler’s corpse? 

Allied Propaganda?
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NEWSREPORT: Why did the 

Allies win in Europe?

• Read the following from 

Eyewitnesstohistory.com: ―The Invasion of 

Normandy,‖ ―The Liberation of Paris,‖ 

―The Battle of Berlin,‖ and ―London 

Celebrates V-E Day.‖ Acting as an 

eyewitness news reporter for the London 

Times, use historical details from these 

sources to explain why the Allies won the 

war in a minimum of 200 words. 

R.I.P. Activity:

Design a 

gravestone and 

write an epitaph 

for Hitler! Work 

in pairs. Due by 

the end of the 

period!
An epitaph is a written statement,

often poetic, engraved on a

person’s grave.  Write a 100-word

epitaph for Hitler, in which you

describe how the world should

remember Hitler. Recount major

“successes” and failures in his life

& close with a powerful statement!

Noooo! 

How 

did I 

lose?
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• Directions: Working in groups of 2-3, you will create a massive 
timeline of the Battle of the Pacific.  Your timeline must:

• 1) Start with the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941 (p. 707)

• 2) Include easy-to-read written descriptions of all major battles 
and their outcomes from 1941—1945 (p. 722-725, 741-743, 748-
752). End your timeline with the A-Bombs on Japan and Japanese 
surrender.

• 3) Each major event/battle must include an illustration or political 
cartoon with the description.
• Timeline example:

December 7, 1941—Pearl Harbor 

Was bombed by the Japanese.

1941
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U.S. Military Victories in the Pacific Theater

• American Forces halted the Japanese advances in two decisive naval battles.

• Coral Sea (May 1942)

• U.S. stopped a fleet convoying Japanese troops to New Guinea

• Japanese designs on Australia ended

• Battle of Midway (June 1942)

• Japanese Admiral Yamamoto hoped to capture Midway Island as a base to 
attack Pearl Harbor again

• U.S. Admiral Chester Nimitz caught the Japanese by surprise and sank 3 of 
the 4 aircraft carriers, 332 planes, and 3500 men

Why are the

Battles of 

Coral Sea and 

Midway

considered a 

turning point 

in the war?

Clip: Battle of Midway in Color!
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Video—‖Battle 360: Midway‖

• Directions: This video features a lot of computer-generated imagery of 

the battle. Write a 150-word commentary about whether this new type of 

Technology is useful in recreating WWII battles.

Importance of Midway

• The Japanese defeat at 
Midway was the turning 
point in the Pacific!

• Japanese advances 
stopped.

• U.S. assumes 
initiative.

• Japanese have 
shortage of able pilots.

• Censorship and 
Propaganda

• News of the defeat 
was kept from the 
Japanese public. 
Government attempts 
to keep morale high.
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June 1942- Battle of Midway—Considered the ―turning point‖ of the 
Pacific war, the U.S. wins back Midway Island from the Japanese who 
suffer heavy looses of ships and aircraft.

• August 1942- American forces invade Guadalcanal

• July 1943 - The start of the United State’s South Pacific offensive

• February 1944 - American forces invade the Marshall Islands

Turning the Tide in the Pacific

The Beginning of the End in the Pacific

• April 1943 --Yamamoto, the Japanese admiral, is assassinated by the 
U.S. (A

• October 1944 - The liberation of the Philippines under U.S. General 
MacArthur and the last major naval action for the Japanese

• Loss of Saipan (August 1944)
• ―the naval and military heart and brain of Japanese defense strategy‖

• Political crisis in Japan

• The government could no longer hide the fact that they were losing 
the war.

• Tōjō resigns on July 18, 1944
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Iwo Jima

Iwo Jima (February, 1945)

• American marines invaded this island, which 
was needed to provide fighter escort for 
bombings over Japan

• April to June 1945 - Invasion of Okinawa 

• On April 6, 1945 waves of planes made hundreds of 

kamikaze attacks, in Operation Kikusui ("floating 

chrysanthemums"). Kamikaze attacks focused at first on 

Allied destroyers on picket duty, and then on the carriers 

in the middle of the fleet. 

Okinawa



7/9/2009

33

Video Clip: The Philosophy of the 

Kamikaze

With an increasing number of defeats in the Pacific, 

Japan turns to a new weapon: the Kamikaze.  What is 

the philosophy of the Kamikaze?

More Video Footage: Japan’s New 

Weapon--The Kamikaze!

Read ―Kamikaze Attack, 1944‖ from eyewitnesstohistory.com, which

describes how American sailors felt about the attacks.  Do you think the

kamikazes successfully accomplished their objectives?
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• Suicide attacks by planes or boats at Okinawa 

sank or put out of action at least 30 US warships 

and at least three US merchant ships. 

• The attacks expended 1,465 Japanese planes. No 

US aircraft carriers, battleships or cruisers were 

sunk or severely damaged by kamikazes at 

Okinawa, and most of the ships destroyed were 

destroyers or smaller vessels.

• 110,000 Japanese soldiers killed

• 12,600 American soldiers and sailors killed

U.S. Victory at Okinawa

Video: Taking the Offensive (27:15)

Prompt: This video explores the tough, ethical decisions which the U.S.

President and his administration had to make in order to win World War II. In

150 words, explain each of the following tough decisions and whether you agree

with them.  Explain your responses: 1) The Invasion of Normandy (D-Day), 2)

the assault on Iwo Jima, 3) fire bombing of Japan, 4) the atom bombs on Japan.
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• March to August 1945 - Greatest air offensive in history. 

One raid on Tokyo on March 10 killed 100,000 and 

wounded 125,000 with 300 B-29 Superfortress heavy 

bombers
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Atom 

Diplomacy

• FDR had funded the top-secret Manhattan 

Project to develop an atomic bomb

• Dr. Robert Oppenheimer successfully tested in 

the summer of 1945.

• FDR had died on April 12, 1945, and the 

decision was left to Harry Truman.

• An amphibious invasion could cost over 350,000 

Allied casualties.

• July 16, 1945 - The first atomic bomb is detonated at 
Los Alamos New Mexico

• Truman issues Potsdam ultimatum to Japanese on July 
26th , warning Japan to surrender or else!

The First Successful Atomic Bomb Tests
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The atom bomb is dropped on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki to force 

Japan to surrender!
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The Decision to 

Drop the A-Bombs:

Was it the right thing

to do?

• August 6, 1945 – Enola Gay drops bomb on Hiroshima

• 140,000 dead; tens of thousands injured; radiation 
sickness; 80% of buildings destroyed

• August 9, 1945 – second bomb dropped on Nagasaki

• 70,000 dead; 60,000 injured 



7/9/2009

41

Activity: What if the U.S. had not 

dropped

the A-bombs on Japan?

• Guidelines: Read the 
worksheet ―Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.‖ You are 
special foreign policy 
advisor to President 
Truman. Outline two 
different strategies to end 
the war: 1) Use the A-
Bombs 2) Your own 
proposal to force the 
Japanese to surrender. 
Describe the consequences 
of implementing each 
strategy.  Which strategy 
would you advocate more 
and why?

Some strategies

that were considered

by scientists and the

Truman 

Administration.

Question:

What would be the

pros and cons of

each?
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Key Facts and Consequences of 

the A-Bomb
• • On August 6th 1945, the Enola Gay, a USA bomber, dropped a bomb 

called "Little Boy" on Hiroshima.

• • Hiroshima was the first city ever targeted to be bombed by an atomic 

weapon. The battles at Dunkirk, the Battle of

• Britain and even Stalingrad seemed to pale into comparison with what 

took place in Hiroshima.

• • The initial heat blast was 900 times hotter than the surface of the sun.

• • 80,000 people were killed instantly – many vaporized underneath the 

bomb blast.

• • By 1950, 200,000 people had died as a result of the bomb.

• • Between 1950-1980, a further 97,000 people died from cancers 

associated with the radiation caused by "Little Boy"
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Japan 

Surrenders!

• V-J Day: Emperor 

Hirohito unofficially 

surrenders on Aug. 

14, 1945. 

America and the 

World Celebrate the 

End of the War!
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Japanese ―Unconditional‖ Surrender and 

Truman’s Reflections on War

• September 2, 1945 -The formal Japanese surrender 

ceremony is held in Tokyo harbor on the U.S.S. 

Missouri

Truman--―We shall not forget Pearl Harbor.‖

Review:

Can you solve these anagrams?
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Review Sheet on WWII Battles


