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Cost of War

• Germany - 3 million combat deaths (3/4ths on 
the eastern front)

• Japan – over 1.5 combat deaths; 900,000 
civilians dead

• Soviet Union - 13 million combat deaths

• U.S. – 300,000 combat deaths, over 100,000 
other deaths 

• When you include all combat and civilian 
deaths, World War II becomes the most 
destructive war in history with estimates as 
high as 60 million, including 25 million 
Russians.
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Postwar Efforts

at Revenge

• The Nuremberg Trials of 1945-46

– After, WWII the Allied powers  place on trial the 
highest-ranking Nazi officers for ―crimes against 
humanity‖

– Hitler, Goebbels, and Himmler were dead; but, 22 Nazi 
leaders (including Goring) were tried at an international 
military tribunal at Nuremburg, Germany. 12 were 
sentenced to death. Similar trials occurred in the east and 
throughout the world.  

– The Tokyo Trial (1946-48) — Japanese war criminals 
were placed on trial.

Justice at Dachau: The Trials of an 

American Prosecutor (14:21)

http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/gallery/WW2170L.htm
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Quiz: Justice at Dachau
1) What type of trials took place at Dachau after World War II? (Choose only one 
answer) 

• A) McCarthy-style trials to find communists 

• B) Japanese trials of Americans for internment crimes 

• C) International military tribunal trials for Nazi chieftains 

• D) American tribunal trials for Nazis who worked in the concentration camps 

• 2) A precedent for persecuting large-scale war crimes existed prior to the 
Nuremburg and Dachau trials. true false 

• 3) What was Colonel William Denson's role at Dachau? (Choose only one answer) 
A) judge B) head of defense C) chief prosecutor D)assistant prosecutor 

• 4Ilse Koch was found guilty of _____. (Choose only one answer) 

• A) running a concentration camp 

• B) performing harmful operations on prisoners 

• C) being associated with the commander of a concentration camp 

• D) beating prisoners, sending them to death, and collecting their skin 

• 5) Who could be found guilty of a war crime at Dachau? (Choose only one answer) 

• A) only those who commanded others to harm prisoners 

• B) anyone who helped or participated in harming prisoners 

• C) only those who directly participated in harming prisoners 

• D) only those who knew harsh treatment was taking place but did nothing to stop it

Quiz continued….
• 6) In trial, how did Denson respond to the defense that Nazis were simply following orders?

(Choose only one answer) 

• A) He proved that criminal orders were never issued. 

• B) He pursued convictions for crimes that were not direct orders. 

• C) He argued that that defense would only hold in times of peace. 

• D) He established the concept of personal responsibility in wartime. 

• 7) Why wasn't Denson received as a hero when he returned from the trials at Dachau? (Choose 
only one answer) 

• A) He had a low conviction rate. 

• B) The press did not cover the Dachau trials. 

• C) Americans were unwilling to sympathize with the Jewish people. 

• D) The United States wanted Germany's support against the Soviet Union. 

• 8) What eventually happened to the criminals convicted at Dachau? (Choose only one answer) 

• A) They were freed. 

• B) They were hanged. 

• C) They spent their lives in prison. 

• D) They had to pay reparations to the Holocaust survivors. 

• 9) William Denson's accomplishments show all of the following, EXCEPT _____. (Choose only 
one answer) 

• A) that one man can set lasting precedents in law 

• B) that a lawyer can win a case with little hard evidence 

• C) that people can be held accountable for their mass criminal actions 

• D) that international law and tribunals are effective means of investigating war crimes
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Extension Assignment on 

Sentencing Nazi War 

Criminals:
• Directions: Read ―Inside a Nazi Death Camp‖ and 

―The Sentencing and Execution of Nazi Criminals.‖ 

In at least 200 words, defend or oppose the decision 

to sentence and execute these criminals.

American Experience: The Nuremberg 

Trial (52 minutes)
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Postwar Efforts at Peace

• The United Nations – An organization 
created in 1945 to promote international 
stability
• A General Assembly where representatives 

from all countries could debate international 
issues.

• The Security Council had 5 permanent 
members – U.S., Soviet Union, Britain, France, 
and China could veto any question of substance. 
There were also 6 elected members.

• Key: the U.S. joined in contrast to League of 
Nations
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Wartime 

Agreements

• Unlike WWI, there was no Peace of Paris to 

reshape Europe. 

• The Yalta agreement (February 1945) signed by 

Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin, turned the prevailing 

military balance of power into a political settlement.

• Potsdam Conference (July 1945)—Truman, Stalin, 

Churchill – Finalized plans on Germany. Germany 

would be demilitarized and would remain divided.



7/10/2009

9

Postwar Reality:
Soviet Control of Eastern Europe

• Europe was politically cut in half; Soviet troops 
had overrun eastern Europe and penetrated into 
the heart of Germany.

• During 1944-1945, Stalin starts shaping the post-
war world by occupying SE Europe with Soviet 
troops that should have been on the Polish front 
pushing toward Berlin.

• Roosevelt did not have postwar aims because he 
still had to fight Japan; Stalin did have postwar 
aims.
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Postwar Reality

• Consequences of World War II

• 1) Communist Russia ( the Soviet Union) became 

the new enemy

• 2) Unlike the isolation after WWI, the U.S. was 

engaged in world affairs

• 3) The triumph of Communists in China

• 4) Decolonization

• The independence of nations from European 

(U.S. & Japan) colonial powers.
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End?


