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The Nazi Blitzkrieg: The

OUTBREAK OF WWII!

ÅPoland

ÅOn September 1, 1939, 
German troops invaded 
Poland. 

ÅOn September 17, Soviet 
troops invaded Poland from 
the east. 15,000 of the 
captured Polish officers are 
slaughtered by Stalin's NKVD 
(KGB) in 1940, Katyn Forest 
Massacre.

ÅIn less than a month, the Nazi 
blitzkrieg (lightning war)
had captured Poland, which 
surrendered on September 27.
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The War Begins

September 1, 1939ðIn a radio speech, Hitler 

justifies invading Poland.  Members of Britain and 

Franceôs governments would meet and declare war 

on Germany two days later.

ÅSeptember & October, 1939- Soviet troops 
occupy Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. 

ÅNovember 1939- The Soviet Union attacks 
Finland. Finland holds out at first, but

outnumbered 5 to 1 they surrender in 
March. Finland keeps its independence, but 
gives up territory to Stalin.

The Soviet Union Strikes!
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April 1940--Hitler captured 

Denmark and Norway through an 

amphibious assault. 1/3 of the 

German surface fleet is sunk or 

heavily damaged in invading 

Norway.

In May of 1940, German troops 

invaded Belgium, Holland, and 

Luxembourg and marched into 

France.

June 17-29, 1940- Stalin 

overthrows the governments in the 

Baltic States and Eastern Romania 

and installs communist puppet 

governments

Hitler Conquers More of Europe!

Read ñThe Evacuation at Dunkirk, 1940ò and then complete this!

http://earthstation1.simplenet.com/pgs/wwii/dep-ww297.jpg.html
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The Fall of France

Å On June 22,  1940France signed an armistice
with Germany, agreeing to German occupation of 
northern France and the coast. 
Å The French military was demobilized, and the 

French government, now located at Vichy, would 
collaborate with the German authorities in 
occupied France.

Å Refusing to recognize defeat, General Charles de 
Gaulle escaped to London and organized the Free 
French forces.

Å Britain, now headed by Winston Churchill, stood 
alone against Germany.
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ñFrance Gives Up!ò Video Clip

Assignment: France Surrenders!
Å Directions: Read ñFrance Surrenders, 1940ò and ñHitler Tours Paris, 1940ò 

from eyewitnesstohistory.com, which describes Hitlerôs triumphant march into 

Paris, France!  Imagine that you are a French photographer. Based on the 

details presented in the article, draw a ñsnapshotò or photo of what the event 

looked like!
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The Battle of 

Britain

July-September, 

1940

ÅThe new British Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill , vowed never to surrender.

ÅDuring the Battle of Britain, the Luftwaffeð
German air force--began massive attacks on 
Britain to destroy its air defenses.

ÅBritain held firm during the Blitz despite 
devastating destruction to English cities. 

ÅThe British resistance convinced Hitler to 
postpone the invasion but he continued the 
bombing attacks.

http://motlc.wiesenthal.org/albums/palbum/p01/gallery/pg44/pg1/pg44125.html
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Battle of Britain Video Clip:
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ÅJuly-September, 1940 Battle of Britain

Who really won/lost the Battle of 

Britain?

RAFðGreat Britainôs Royal Airforce
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Who really won/lost the Battle of 

Britain?

War in 

Europe

ÅOctober 28, 1940- Greece 
rejects Italy's demands for 
the use of Greek bases, 
Italy invades Greece

ÅDecember 1940- Hitler 
battles Greece.
ÅThe Greeks break through 

the Italian defenses and 
overrun ¼ of Albania . The 
Greeks take 28,000 Italian 
prisoners. 

ÅHitler has to come to 
Mussolini's aid and send 
troops to Greece. Hungary, 
Rumania, Bulgaria, and 
Yugoslavia agree to let 
German troops pass through 
their countries.

ÅA revolution in Yugoslavia 
forces Hitler to invade 
Yugoslavia in order to get 
to Greece, which is 
eventually conquered.

A Slug in Athens

German machine gunners
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Is Hitler Unstoppable?

ÅApril 1941-

German troops 

pour into 

Yugoslavia and 

Greece and both 

fall quickly. But 

Hitler delays his 

plan to invade 

Russia .

NEWSREPORT: Why is Hitler winning?

ÅRead the following from 

Eyewitnesstohistory.com: ñThe Nazi Occupation 

of Poland 1939-1940, ñFrance Surrenders, 1940ò, 

ñHitler Tours Paris, 1940,ò ñThe Battle of 

Britain,ò and ñThe London Blitz.ò Acting as an 

eyewitness news reporter for the London Times, 

use historical details from these sources to explain 

why the war is going badly for the Allies in a two-

page skit! No need to film! Just perform it!
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DECISION TIME: THE CLASS 

WILL CHOOSE ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING TWO PROJECTS 

TO COMPLETE!

Å1) Model Airplane Project

Å2) WWII Board Game Project

World War II: Model Airplane Project!

Å PURPOSE: To provide a crosscurricular approach by fusing history, 

mathematics and physics to create a successful flight of a model airplane!

Å DIRECTIONS : In this project, you will work in a small group to build a rubber -

band powered airplane, based on a real WWII combat plane!  Here are the 

requirements: 

Å 1) You must bring your own building materials, including: glue, balsa wood, light 

canopy paper, exactor knife, propeller, rubber bands, wheels, etc.  If this is a problem 

for your group, let me know.  20 points

Å 2) You must follow the blueprints of the model.  I have several to choose from; if you 

find your own, please let me know. 20 points

Å 3)  Your model should be scaled correctly and feature the correct proportions.  You 

must also design this to be a sturdy, but light aircraft so that you do not have a crash 

landing! 20 points

Å 4) You must color or paint your model to reflect how the aircraft actually looked.  

Include appropriate decals.  Research to discover how your plane looked. 20 points

Å 5) Your plane should fly!  The rubber band inside the plane should spin the propeller 

and allow the plane to accelerate through the air! 20 points

ALTERNATIVES?  Alternatives will be considered under special circumstances; however, 

I would rather not have you go to Hobby Lobby and buy a premade model kit.

DISCLAIMER: I will monitor the students very carefully in class as they build their 

models; however, I cannot be held responsible for potential accidents.  Tools, especially 

the exactor knife, must remain in view at all times in my classroom.  STUDENTS ARE 

NOT PERMITTED TO CARRY TOOLS WITH THEM ON SCHOOL GROUNDS!  

Please sign below, indicating that you are giving your approval for this project:

Parents Signature: ____________________________________Date: _______________
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Topics and textbook pages for trivia questions:

Western Front and Italian campaignðpages 688-693, 

726-727, 736ð740, 746-747

The Holocaustðpages 694-701

The Pacific Warðpages 705-707, 722-725, 741-745, 

748-752

North Africaðpages 725ð726,

Eastern Front (Russia)ðpages 726-727

Cold warð758 and on.

ÅWhat is 
the 
meaning 
of this 
cartoon 
by Dr. 
Seuss?
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Warm Up: Whatôs the meaning of this cartoon? 

Whoôs the cartoonist? Does this surprise you? 

Japanese Aggression, 1931 -1945
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ÅLike Germany, Japan began to display imperialistic 

intentions.   Emperor Hirohito--the leader of Japanï

transforms Japan into a militaristic, imperial nation.      

ÅSeptember 1931- Japan invades Manchuria, northern 

China

Japan Displays Imperialistic Intentions!
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The Japanese Attack!

ÅThe Japanese took 

advantage of Chinaôs 

weakness and attack.

ÅThe Chinese Communist 

leader Mao Zedong and the 

Chinese Nationalist leader 

Chiang Kai-Shekhad been 

fighting in an internal civil 

war but temporarily join 

forces to fight Japanese. 

Japanese Atrocities in China

ÅñRape of Nanjingò-

Japanese slaughtered at least 

100,000 civilians and raped 

thousands of women in the 

Chinese capital between 

Dec. 1937 and Feb. 1938.
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Japanese Soldiers March into Nanking, China--December 
9, 1937

Victims of the Japanese bombing of Shanghai.
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The Japanese Invasion, 1937

Japanese Bayonet Practice
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Beheadings Took Place in Public!

UNIT 731: Bio-Chemical Warfare
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Why did Japan want to form a 

Pacific Empire?

Å Japan wanted to expand 
in the Pacific in search of 
raw materials.

Å Japan wanted 
Indochina

Å Problems:

ÅU.S. insisted of 
Japanôs withdrawal 
from China 
(Manchuria)

ÅJapanôs alliance with 
Germany and Italy 
(Tripartite Pact)

ÅResult: Diplomatic 

relations between U.S. and 

Japan break down.

Directions:

Å Using this blank map of 
Asia and a color pencil, 
label and shade Japan and 
all areas it conquered in 
China and the Pacific by 
1942 at the height of world 
War II!

Å You must locate, label and 
shade these locations: 
Burma, Thailand, Taiwan, 
French Indo- China, the 
Dutch East Indies, Malaya, 
the Philippines, Tongking, 
North Borneo, Brunei, 
Korea, Manchuria, 
Eastern Mongolia
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